May 22, 2024

The LEWISTON PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION met in the Community
Development Department Second Floor Conference Room at 215 “D” Street. Chair Ball called
the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

I. CALL TO ORDER

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Cynthia Ball, Chair; Gabriel Tacoboni, Vice Chair;
Maureen Anderson; Kathy Branson; Shaunita Cable; Emily Wolf;

COMMISSIONERS EXCUSED: Kevin Kelly;

STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: Joel Plaskon, City Planner; Jennifer Tengono, City
Attorney; Dawn Ortiz, Community Development Office Supervisor

II. CITIZEN COMMENTS

None

III. ACTIVE AGENDA

A. APPROVAL OF MAY 08, 2024 MEETING MINUTES (ACTION ITEM)

Commissioners Branson and Wolf moved and seconded, respectively, approval of
the May 08, 2024 meeting minutes with corrections to minutes title. The motion
carried 5-0-1 with Chair Ball abstaining.

APPROVAL OF THE REASONED STATEMENT FOR CONDITIONAL USE
PERMIT APPLICATION CUP24-2 BY LORETTA TYE (ACTION ITEM):
Commissioner Anderson and Iacoboni moved and seconded, respectively to
approve the reasoned statement for CUP24-2. Motion carried 6-0.

PUBLIC HEARING COMPREHENSIVE PLAN:
Chair Ball opened the public hearing and asked for a staff presentation.

Staff Plaskon has reviewed the presentation about the project from Joe Moss,
consultant from Logan Simpson and said it was very thorough so will let him
make that presentation to the Commission without further introduction.

Joe Moss with Logan Simpson presented a 20 minute slide show about the project
covering the background, process, content, and next steps of the new
Comprehensive Plan.

Commissioner Branson recommended to add hyperlinks to the appendixes when
they are referenced, she also asked why the work plan didn’t have any
accountability to it.
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Mr. Moss stated that they could add hyperlinks to the appendixes and the work
plan needed to have some flexibility and accountability mainly fell on the City.

Commissioner Cable asked for user-friendly connection or a tie between the
“Policy Basis” listing of the goals and objectives in the Land Use Chapter to those
goals and objectives.

Chair Ball asked if there is any link that directs citizens straight to Idaho State
Statue and the requirements by the State of Idaho for this plan. Chair Ball asked
what the next step would be after it is approved.

Mr. Moss stated the first step would be to put the work plan together.

Commissioners asked clarifying questions on how the Comprehensive Plan was
laid out.

Dawn Ortiz, Community Development Office Supervisor read email provided by
Nicole Umiker of Lewiston, Id. “Hello! Please read my thoughts below during
the PZ meeting on May 22nd during the citizen comment period regards to the
comprehensive plan. I would also like this read at the City Council Meeting
regarding the comprehensive plan that is tentatively set for late June. My family
has owned and farmed the land located along the east side of 10t street at 3143
10t street since 1916. Our family (MacLerran, Nichols, & Umiker) owns
collectively, approximately 70 acres. This land is supporting a successful
vineyard and winery which employs 6 full-time workers and many part-time
workers. A portion of the land is farmed for wheat and part of the farmyard
serves as a hub for working on farm equipment for both the wheat and vineyard
operations. Our vineyard and winery operation is a prime example of value-
added agriculture. Our continued success is dependent on our ability to continue
farming within the ACI. The profit margins on farming and even value-added
farming are getting slimmer all the time. We fear that the city may try to annex
our farm, should this happen the increase in property taxes for our many farm
buildings and land would likely make it impractical for us to continue

farming. We hope to continue growing grapes and making wine as long as we
are able and then pass this enterprise on to the 5t generation of our family. We
also hope to further expand the vineyard onto some of the current wheat ground.

The future land use category purposed here for our land is labeled as ACI
residential and ACI Non-Residential, in both cases agriculture is listed as a
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RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

possible use. Are there other ACI categories that emphasize farming more and
list them as primary use? Is our farm included in the city’s future annexation
plans? We would hope that as long as we continue farming our land, that the city
would let us remain in the county and NOT annex our farm. Thank you!”

Staff Plaskon stated that he responded to Mrs. Umiker’s comments and she
seemed satisfied with his response.

Commissioners expressed multiple concerns about what happens after the
Comprehensive Plan is approved such as the steps and accountability of
implementing the Comprehensive Plan.

There being no further public comment, Chair Ball closed the public hearing.

Commissioner Branson and lacoboni moved and seconded, respectively to
recommend approval of the Comprehensive Plan to the City Council with the
following changes, adding tag lines/hyperlinks and reediting the document for
grammar errors. Motion carried 6-0.

STAFF-COMMISSION COMMUNICATIONS:
A. Query of Commissioners for June 12, 2024 meeting.
All commissioners present should be in attendance of the June 12, 2024 meeting

ADJOURN

There being no further business, Commissioners Anderson and Branson moved and
seconded, respectively, to adjourn. The motion carried 6-0 and the Planning and Zoning

Commission adjourned at approximately 6:24 p.m.

Dawn Ortiz, Chairperson cting Chairperson
Recording Secretary Planning and Zoning Commission
Approved this day of L, 2024.
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