
 

Lewiston Public Works Advisory Commission 

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA   

September 18, 2024 - 12:00 PM  

Bell Building – Second Floor Conference Room – 215 D Street 

Lewiston, Idaho 83501  

Seating will be available on a first-come, first-served basis.  

 I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

II. CITIZEN COMMENTS 

 This is an opportunity for citizens to address the Commission on agenda items or other items they wish 

to bring to the attention of the Commission or Staff. In consideration of others wishing to speak, please 

limit your remarks to three minutes. 
 

III. CONSENT AGENDA 

 All items on the Consent Agenda are considered routine by the Commission and will be enacted by one 

motion. There will be no separate discussion on these issues unless a Commissioner so requests, in 

which case the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered under "Items Moved 

from the Consent Agenda". 
 

 A. APPROVAL OF AUGUST 21, 2024 MEETING MINUTES: - Action Item 
 

IV. DIRECTOR'S REPORT 

 Concise updates on items from previous meetings and notices of upcoming projects, efforts, etc. 

Questions are permitted but not intended for discussion by, or action from, the commission. 
 

V. ACTIVE AGENDA 
 

 A. MAIN STREET RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT - TRAFFIC CIRCULATION: Melissa 

Cleveland, PE, Senior Project Manager with Welch Comer & Associates will provide a virtual 

presentation on the traffic circulation component of the Main Street Reconstruction Project. - 

Presentation 
 

VI. ITEMS MOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA - Action Item 
 

VII. UNFINISHED & NEW BUSINESS 
 

 A. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS: Comments should not be related to an item currently before 

the Commission or an item that may come before the Commission in the foreseeable future, and 

should be limited to comments, not discussion. Council Liaisons should use this time to share 

comments, if any. - Action Item 
 

 B. STAFF LIAISON COMMENTS: Comments should not be related to an item currently before 

the Commission or an item that may come before the Commission in the foreseeable future, and 

should be limited to comments, not discussion.- Action Item 
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 C. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: - Action Item 
 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT - Action Item 
 

The City of Lewiston is committed to providing access and reasonable accommodation in its services, 

programs, and activities and encourages qualified persons with disabilities to participate.  If you anticipate 

needing any type of accommodation or have questions about the physical access provided at this meeting, 

please contact Nikki Province, ADA Coordinator, at least forty-eight (48) hours in advance of the meeting at 

208-746-3671 x 6211. 
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August 21, 2024 

The PUBLIC WORKS ADVISORY COMMISSION (PWAC) met in the Bell Building 2nd Floor 
Meeting Room at 215 “D” Street. Council Liaison and Chair Kathy Schroeder called the meeting to 
order at approximately 12:00 p.m. 
 
Public Works Advisory Commission meetings are recorded. To view the recording, go to 
https://youtu.be/p8mKqiyf3vY?si=rdFRMWvpDIvsaeXl 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Laura Wright, Brent Bourassa, Ryan Rehder, Lytonia “LT” Gardee, 
Kayleigh Philippi, and Vice-Chair Kevin Kelly 
 
CITY COUNCIL LIAISONS PRESENT: Chair and Councilor Kathy Schroeder; Councilor Kassee 
Forsmann 
 
STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: Dustin Johnson, Public Works Director and Haley Kelley, Public Works 
Specialist  

 

II. INTRODUCTION OF NEW COMMISSIONER 
Commissioner Gardee introduced herself to the commission. 

 

III. CITIZEN COMMENTS 
None.  

 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA 
Chair Schroeder explained that all items on the Consent Agenda are considered routine by the 
Commission and will be enacted by one motion. There will be no separate discussion on these issue 
unless a Commissioner so requests, in which case the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda 
and considered under “Items Moved From the Consent Agenda.” 
 
Commissioner Wright and Vice-Chair Kelly moved and seconded, respectively, approval of the 
Consent Agenda. The motion carried 6-0. 

 

 A. APPROVAL OF MAY 8, 2024 SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES: - Action Item 
 
V. DIRECTOR'S REPORT 
Director Johnson provided updates and answered questions on topics since the Commission's meeting 
in May including the 21st Street Fiberseal Project, Annual Street Preservation Projects, Main Street 
Reconstruction Project, and the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) Permit.  
 
He said that September 10th is the first meeting open to the general public for the Main Street 
Reconstruction Project but that he hoped to have the consultant present the project at a future PWAC 
meeting. Commissioner Wright asked why the project steering committee did not want a member of 
PWAC involved; Mr. Johnson answered that the size of the committee was ballooning and that a limit 
had to be placed, resulting in a number of Public Works staff being dis-invited due to the current focus 
on architecture and aesthetic. 
 
Councilor Forsmann arrived at approximately 12:06 p.m. 

 

VI. ACTIVE AGENDA 
 
 A. US-12 BLUE BRIDGE STORMWATER DRAINAGE - WSDOT RESPONSE 
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LETTER: - Action Item 

Councilor and Chair Schroeder opened the floor to questions. Vice-Chair Kelly asked if the 
Lewis Clark Valley Metropolitan Organization (LCVMPO) was an avenue for championing 
improvements. Director Johnson said that the writer of the Washington State Department of 
Transportation (WSDOT) letter, Paul Gonseth, is on the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) 
and that this could be posed to the LCVMPO and TAC as an addition to the bridge painting 
project.  
 
Ms. Schroeder asked why the City of Clarkston isn't dedicating more resources to stormwater. 
Mr. Johnson said that the "Blue Bridge" is on a state route which is the jurisdiction of WSDOT 
despite being federally funded and funneled through the City of Clarkston/Asotin County. 
Commission Wright would like the LCVMPO to look at the drainage as it is a historical bridge 
and the proposed painting project demonstrates continued investment. Mr. Johnson said that the 
current estimate for the painting project is approximately sixteen million dollars; Ms. Wright 
inferred that the cost is likely due to lead abatement. 
 
The Commission requested that City staff follow up with WSDOT to schedule a presentation to 
PWAC at a future meeting.  

 

 B. FINAL FISCAL YEAR 2025 BUDGET UPDATE: - Presentation (Dustin Johnson)  

Public Works Specialist Kelley provided the commission with a single sheet, double-sided 
handout titled "Nez Perce County Consolidated Tax Levies for the Year 2023"; this document 
can be found in Appendix A. 
 
Director Johnson explained that a public comment that Lewiston was the "highest taxed City in 
Idaho" was made at the August 19th City Council meeting which inspired him to prepare a brief 
overview of how the City of Lewiston has not raised taxes in three (3) years and how it’s ones of 
the least taxed cities in the county itself. He explained that there are four incorporated cities in 
Nez Perce County and the only city that has a lower tax rate than Lewiston is Peck; Culdesac 
and Lapwai have higher tax rates than Lewiston. 
 
Commissioner Rehder asked if cities within Nez Perce County are taxed at a higher rate. Mr. 
Johnson said that Lewiston appears comparable to Pocatello in Bannock County based on tax 
rate and in services provided based on the information found conducting this cursory search. 
 
Commissioner Bourassa asked who sets the assessed value for properties. Mr. Johnson 
explained that property taxes are not his area of expertise and that the Nez Perce County 
Assessor is the authority as outlined in the Idaho Constitution.  
 
Mr. Johnson directed the commission's attention to the projected presentation, explaining that it 
contained information prepared and presented by Finance Director and City Treasurer Aimee 
Gordon to City Council on August 12, 2024; this document can be found in Appendix B. Mr. 
Johnson proceeded to answer questions while cross-referencing the handout with the Fiscal Year 
2025 budget presentation in order to demonstrate how property taxes are applied to City services 
and programs. 
Vice-Chair Kelly departed at approximately 1:01 p.m. 
 

 

VII. ITEMS MOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA - Action Item 
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VIII. UNFINISHED & NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS: - Action Item 

Commissioner Wright thanked Public Works Specialist Kelley for signing the commission up 
for alerts on the City of Lewiston website. She asked why notification for major projects had not 
been issued to the public. Director Johnson answered that door tags and mailers go out for 
Annual Street Preservation to impacted neighborhoods. Ms. Wright said that these were not 
distributed citywide. Mr. Johnson pointed to the issue being addressed in the Arterial Lane 
Closure Policy at a future meeting. 
 
Councilor Forsmann requested that the community engage with the proposed Fiscal Year 2025 
budget and share their feedback before Monday, August 26th for City Council consideration. 
 

B. STAFF LIASON COMMENTS: - Action Item 

Director Johnson encouraged the commission to participate in the August 26th City Council 
meeting as it is the last chance to offer input on the Fiscal Year 2025 budget and that emails are 
distributed to City Council but are not read aloud during meetings. 
 

C. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: - Action Item 
 

 

IX. ADJOURNMENT - Action Item 

There being no further business, Councilor Forsmann and Commissioner Wright moved and seconded, 
respectively, to adjourn the meeting. The motion carried 5-0 and the Public Works Advisory 
Commission adjourned at approximately 1:15 p.m. 

 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 
 
   
Haley Kelley, 
Recording Secretary 

 Chairperson or Acting Chairperson 
Public Works Advisory Commission 

 

Approved this ____ day of _________________, 2024 
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FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
UPDATED 9/11/2024

Important: If there is specific information that you would like staff to assemble and present, please
communicate that request during regular meetings and/or via email at least two weeks before the next
meeting.

October 16, 2024 – 12:00 p.m. – Regular – Bell Building **CivicClerk deadline 10/8**
- Arterial Lane Closure Policy

November 20, 2024 – 12:00 p.m. – Regular – Bell Building **CivicClerk deadline 11/12**
- Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) Permit – Overview

December 18, 2024 – 12:00 p.m. – Regular – Bell Building **CivicClerk deadline 12/10**
- TBD

Future Meetings
- WSDOT Presentation on Blue Bridge Stormwater Drainage
- Revised Policy 2012-3
- East Orchards Sewer Project
- Design Standards (right-of-way, engineering, stormwater, and development code)
- LOID overview (relationship with City water system)
- Streets/Roads
- Lead and Copper rules
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